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SUB J : NEW INDEPENDENT LEFT DAILY ANNOUNCED 

1. EUGENIO SCALFARI, A FORMER PSI PARLIAMENTARIAN AND PRIMUS 
INTER PARES OF L'ESPRESSO, ITALY'S LEADING NEWS AND POLITICAL 
COMMENTARY WEEKLY, IS TAKING CHARGE OF NEW NEWSPAPER VENTURE 
CALLED LA REPUBBLICA. TO BE PUBLISHED IN TABLOID FASHION 
SIMULTANEOUSLY IN ROME AND MILAN, THE NEWSPAPER WILL BEGIN PUB- 
LICATION IANUARY 14 AND IS AIMING AT 150,000 CIRCULATION AFTER 
THREE YEARS, ALTHOUGH THE INITIAL PRESS RUN WILL BE DOUBLE THAT. 
ITALY'S LARGEST PUBLISHER, MONDADORI (PANORAMA, EPOCA, ETC.), 

WILL HAVE 50 PERCENT OF THE STOCK AND L'ESPRESSO THE REMAINING HALF. 
SOME OF PANORAMA'S STAFF WILL TRANSFER TO THE NEW TABLOID, AS 
WELL AS STAFFERS FROM L'ESPRESSO, AND DAILY IL GIORNO, AND ITS 
LINE CAN BE EXPECTED TO BE INDEPENDENT LEFT, FAVORING THE PSI. 

ITS POTENTIAL OBVIOUSLY OFFERS A CONSIDERABLE CHALLENGE TO CORRIERE 
DELLA SERA, STILL THE COUNTRY'S LEADING NEWSPAPER, WHICH HAS BEEN 
BESET WITH LABOR TROUBLES, FINANCIAL DEFICITS, AND LEFTWARD FLUC- 
TUATIONS IN ITS EDITORIAL POLICY. NO ONE EXPECTS CORRIERE TO GO 
UNDER, BUT A SKILLFULLY-EDITED DAILY NEWSPAPER ON THE LEFT COULD 
EAT INTO ITS READERSHIP, EVEN THOUGH MONDADORI ENVISIONS LA 
REPUBBLICA AS A TRULY NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WHICH WOULD BE PURCHASED 
AS A SECOND NEWSPAPER THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. ITS INTENDED 
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COMMENT: THE LAUNCHING OF A NEW NEWSPAPER IS ALWAYS HAZARDOUS. 
BUT LINE-UP OF WELL-KNOWN AND RESPECTED JOURNALISTS AND SOLID 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT HAS ALREADY BEEN ANNOUNCED. 

IF LA REPUBBLICA SUCCEEDS AGAINST FORMIDABLE OBSTACLES, 

IT WOULD BY NO MEANS BE HARMFUL TO HAVE ANOTHER STRONG VOICE ON 

THE DEMOCRATIC LEFT, EVEN THOUGH WE CAN EXPECT TO SEE AMERICAN 
FOREIGN POLICY TREATED ROUGHLY FROM TIME TO TIME. 
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